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NYSDOH Key Changes Include:

Schools/districts may choose to reduce physical distancing to 
no less than three feet between students during academic 
instruction, however: 

● Schools/districts must follow CDC recommendations for 
physical distancing depending upon community transmission 
rates and grade levels.

● Schools must adhere to the exceptions where a minimum of 
six feet of distance must be maintained.  



NYSDOH Key Changes Include:

According to the NYSDOH and the CDC, due to evidence that 
transmission risk ranges by the age of the student, the CDC 
recommends that physical distancing requirements differ by 
grade level and community transmission risk. 

Evidence indicates that there is lower susceptibility and incidence 
of COVID-19 among younger children than compared to 
teenagers; therefore, in-person instruction represents less risk of 
on-site transmission in elementary schools compared to middle 
and high schools.



NYSDOH Key Changes Include:

CDC has developed four levels of indicators and threshold 
for community transmission of COVID-19. 
● In counties with low and moderate risk of transmission, 

elementary, middle, and high schools can maintain physical 
distancing of at least three feet between students in classrooms.

● In counties with substantial risk of transmission, elementary, 
middle, and high schools can maintain physical distancing of at 
least three feet between students in classrooms and cohorting is 
recommended when possible.



NYSDOH Key Changes Include:

CDC has developed four levels of indicators and threshold 
for community transmission of COVID-19. 
● In counties with high risk of transmission, elementary schools 

can maintain physical distancing of at least three feet 
between students in classrooms and cohorting is recommended 
when possible. However, in middle and high schools three feet 
between students in classrooms is recommended only when 
schools can use cohorting. When schools cannot maintain 
cohorting, middle and high schools must maintain physical 
distancing of at least six feet between students in 
classrooms.



NAAT = A Nucleic Acid Amplification Test, or NAAT, is a type of 
viral diagnostic test for SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes 
COVID-19.
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Parent Survey Results from March 17



FAQ New NYSDOH Guidance and District Plans

● Has the physical distancing guidance changed from the 
beginning of the year?
○ Yes…Based upon the new NYSDOH Guidance issued Friday, April 9, 

for elementary schools (grades PK-5) the physical distancing requirement 
was reduced to a minimum of 3 feet between students in classroom 
settings. 

○ For secondary schools (grades 6-12) the physical distancing 
requirement has not changed as reflected on the Community 
Transmission Indicators.  When schools cannot maintain cohorting, 
Middle and High Schools must maintain physical distancing of 6 feet 
between students in classroom settings.



FAQ New NYSDOH Guidance and District Plans

● Will elementary students return to five days a week of 
full time in-person learning?
○ Yes….starting April 26th

● Will transportation be provided for the full return of 
the elementary program?
○ Yes!  We should be able to maintain 21-22 per bus.



FAQ New NYSDOH Guidance and District Plans

● Will secondary students (6-12) return to five days a 
week of full time in-person learning?
○ NO…based upon the new guidance and its connection to the 

community transmission rate, we need to wait until the county 
moves out of the red zone. We also do not cohort at the 
secondary level.



FAQ New NYSDOH Guidance and District Plans

● What has changed for our secondary students (6-12)?
○ Secondary students who are hybrid virtual or 100% virtual will 

follow their schedule and view their teacher livecasting lessons 
every day starting April 26.



FAQ New NYSDOH Guidance and District Plans

● Are you still concerned about student privacy when 
teaching and learning is livecasted?
○ Yes. I am still concerned.  Please keep in mind that students 

with unique needs are part of our school community.  
Occasionally something unusual occurs in a classroom and we 
ask all students and caregivers to maintain the privacy of our 
students.    



FAQ New NYSDOH Guidance and District Plans

● Do I have to drop off and pick up my elementary 
child?
○ No!  However, if you want to do that you are free to do so.

● Will transportation be provided for the full return of 
the elementary program?
○ Yes!  We should be able to maintain 21-22 per bus.



Transportation

# of Buses Per 
School

Sidway - Current # 
of In-Person 

Students

Huth Current # of 
In-Person Students

Kaegebein Current 
# of In-Person 

Students

371 376 352

18 21 Per Bus XXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXX

15 XXXXXXXXXXXX 23 Per Bus 22 Per Bus



FAQ New NYSDOH Guidance and District Plans

● What are the class sizes at the elementary schools?
○ If 100% of our students choose the in-person model, our class 

sizes range from 18-23.



FAQ New NYSDOH Guidance and District Plans

● Will the 100% Remote Elementary Students have a 
new teacher?
○ Yes….starting April 26th - We will have a 100% Virtual Teacher 

for each grade level (K-5)
● Will the 100% Remote Elementary Students need to 

commit to being 100% remote for the remainder of the 
school year?
○ Yes….starting April 26th



FAQ New NYSDOH Guidance and District Plans

● What about barriers?
○ According to the CDC's March guidance, physical barriers are no longer 

recommended for mitigation where physical distancing cannot be maintained.  
Earlier this week I indicated we would keep the barriers.  I am getting a lot of 
feedback regarding requests to remove these barriers.  I plan on visiting 
elementary classrooms next week and discussing the matter with teachers 
and principals.    



FAQ New NYSDOH Guidance and District Plans

● Does my child still need to wear a mask?
○ Yes!  It is mandatory.  We are fortunate that our entire community has 

been very compliant with this requirement. 
● Will there still be mask breaks?

○ Nothing has changed with respect to our teachers accommodating 
the need for a child to have a mask break.  As long as the student who 
needs a mask break is following 6 feet of physical distancing we should 
be fine.



FAQ New NYSDOH Guidance and District Plans

● How will contact tracing change?
○ It is my understanding (based on a webinar I attended yesterday) 

that contact tracing will first look at close contacts who were within 
6 feet of distance to the infected individual for 10 or more minutes 
of time during the school day. 



FAQ New NYSDOH Guidance and District Plans

● What can you share about summer school opportunities?

○ The District is planning on offering in-person elementary summer academic 
intervention classes for students at Huth, Kaegebein and Sidway.  

○ We are currently looking to hire elementary summer teachers and we plan on making 
this available for approximately 25% of our elementary students based upon teacher 
and principal recommendation.

○ Eligible students will attend 4 days per week for 4 weeks at each elementary school.  
(Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday)

○ The program will start 7/12 and conclude 8/6.  Student hours are 8:30 am - 11:00 am.



FAQ New NYSDOH Guidance and District Plans

● What can you share about summer school opportunities?

○ We will continue to offer summer academic intervention at our middle 
school.  We plan on running this summer MS intervention for 6th, 7th 
and 8th graders.  This program starts July 6 and concludes August 12.  
MS student hours will be from 9:00 am until Noon.

○ We will be offering a traditional summer school for our high school 
students as well.

○ Additionally, we plan on offering mental health services during the 
summer programs at the elementary, middle and high school levels.



FAQ New NYSDOH Guidance and District Plans
● Will you continue to advocate for a safe return to five full days of 

instruction for all students?
○ Yes!  Some parents may already know that I am an officer with the 

Erie-Niagara School Superintendents Association.  Our association authored 
two letters that advocated for the safe return to five full days of instruction.  We 
wrote one letter in February and a second letter in March.  We will continue to 
meet as an association and advocate for our students.



Grand Island - COVID Data



Erie County - COVID Data - Updated

Increased from 337.32 (April 6) to 349.95 per 
100K (April 11).



Erie County - COVID Data - Updated



Erie County - COVID Data - Updated

COVID-19 Hospital Report for April 13:  325 COVID-19 patients were hospitalized in 
WNY, 75 in the ICU. Erie Co. hospitals had 283 patients (down 6), 67 in the ICU, 42 on 
an airway assist, 6 died & 54% of the patients were aged 64 and under.



Erie County - Vaccine Information
According to the 
ECDOH - 
48% of the 
population on 
Grand Island has 
had their first 
dose of the 
vaccine.



FAQ New NYSDOH Guidance and District Plans

● What about next year?
○ This is an excellent question.  It would seem to me that as we see 

more in our community becoming vaccinated, the greater the 
probability vaccinated individuals will not become ill.  

○ The more individuals in our community who become immune to 
COVID-19, the risk of spreading the virus becomes increasingly 
unlikely.

○ If this hypothesis is proven correct, I am very optimistic that all of our 
schools will be able to return to full in-person teaching and learning in 
September.

○ As always, the District will be prepared for the return to full 
in-person instruction when future modifications to mandatory 
guidance permit us to do so.



Thank you!


